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Creativity and curiosity has helped NADIA VALENTINE become one 
of the smartest fifth graders at her elementary school. Nadia, who is 
in her school’s Gifted and Talented Education program, aces every 
subject, but she especially excels in science and math. Recently, 
Nadia wowed her classmates and teacher with an original experiment 
that showed how magnetic poles balance out. When a fellow student 
returns from an absence, Nadia quickly catches the student up 
on missed work and summarizes what was taught in class. Nadia 
always completes her homework and class assignments ahead of 
time. Although she would make a great teacher, Nadia wants to 
become a surgeon. 

Even when SAMIRA DE LA ROCHA was in kindergarten, she 
knew the importance of paying attention in class and getting 
along well with classmates. Now that Samira is in third grade, 
she continues to be one of the hardest-working students in her 
class. Samira’s parents also value education. They support 
her at school functions and never miss a parent/teacher 
conference. Due to her hard work and perseverance, Samira, 
one of the District’s many students who are learning English, 
will be reclassified as fluent in English next year. Samira looks 
up to her teacher, Jaqueline Curiel, so much that she wants 
to be a teacher when she grows up. Samira is already busy 
learning how to be a teacher by working with classmates who 
need extra help. 

When second-grader JOHANNA SOLANO comes 
home from school, she is always eager to share 
with her mom everything she has learned that day. 
Whether it be science, language arts, or math, 
Johanna finds most school subjects intriguing, 
asking a variety of questions during the lesson to 
make sure she understands what is being taught. 
An English learner, Johanna is quickly making 
progress in her new language, working toward 
being fluent. During class, Johanna can easily finish 
her worksheets ahead of other classmates, which 
allows her to devote a little more time to her love of 
reading. Johanna dreams of going to college to be 
a doctor.

ACAdeMIC GAInS 
PuSh dIStrICt AheAd

San Bernardino City Unified School District's 
academic gains in 2009-10 outpaced gains made by 10 

of the largest urban school districts in the state.

➥ ➥
According to the Association of California Urban School Districts and state testing data, the District’s 

Academic Performance Index (API) grew by 22 points to reach a score of 699. 
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